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still is, over-populated* It is a small island, sixty miles
shorter than one of the great lakes (Michigan) of America,
and large tracts of its surface are occupied by mountains,
bogs, and water; but between the years 1785 and 1845 its
population rose from 2,845,932 to 8,295,061, most of the
increase taking place after the Union. This great increase
of people was a misfortune, for, as Professor Allison Phillips
states in the first chapter of The Revolution of Ireland, " the
dampness and uncertainty of the climate, while producing
magnificent pasture, make the growing of cereal crops a
precarious undertaking over large parts of the island." If
men had been bullocks or sheep, without passions or attach-
ments, the principles advocated by Nassau Senior might
have been practised swiftly and without hardship; but men
are not bullocks, though they sometimes seem to be sheep,
and it is undeniable that Irish landlords, greedy for large
and quick returns for their money, performed acts of gross
and unbelievable barbarity in turning tillage into pasture*
The evicted farmer, as he watched the roof being removed
from his cabin, had no knowledge which enabled him to
share in the rejoicing of Nassau Senior: he had only the
peasant's hungry love of his home, These men, unskilled
in books and economical arguments, remembered in America
what they had seen in Ireland, and there grew from their
loins a race of people, American bred, who had heard from
their infancy of an Ireland, reputed to be flowing with milk
and honey, from which their parents were brutally ejected
by savage and rapacious Englishmen. It was the descendants
of these evicted men and women who made the times of terror
forty and eighty years later. In 1846 the Great Hunger
occurred. Famines have been frequent in Ireland before
that year and since, but this was the worst of them alL People
died by the roadside or starved in their cabins* They ate
grass; they devoured seaweed; they gnawed the very earth*
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